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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 









































PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 






































NOTEBOOK SERIES 
NOTEBOOKS BY EDISON 
AND OTHER EXPERIMENTERS 
































Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 13 
Notebook, N-16-05-10 


This notebook was used by Edison during May 1916 for notes on 
experiments to improve the manufacture of disc records. The entries at the 
beginning of the book give additional information on experiment 1065E, 
described in Book No. 12. The subsequent entries pertain to experiments 
1077E through1096E; there are alsolists of other experiments to be performed. 
Included are tests involving different presses and varnish compounds, 
variations in the number of coats and methods of applying the varnish, and 
differing amounts of pressure and baking schedules. Flaws and successful 
results are both noted, along with the title of the musical selection used in the 
tests. Also included are notes on "drop test " in which records were dropped 
on the blotting pad of Edison's desk to test their fragility. Some notes are in the 
form of instructions to Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore or Archie D. Hoffman. The 
front and back covers are labeled "No 13." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 14 
Notebook, N-16-05-17 


This notebook was used by Edison during May 1916 for notes on 
experiments to improve the surface quality of Edison disc records. The entries 
pertain primarily to experiments 1097E through 1137E; there are also lists of 
other experiments and tasks to be performed. Included are tests involving 
different presses and varnish compounds, variations in the number of coats 
and methods of applying the varnish, and differing amounts of pressure and 
baking schedules. Flaws and successful results are both noted. Also included 


are notes are on inspections of discards, along with comments on edging - 


experiments. One notation indicates that the results of experiment 1134 were 
reexamined in November 1916. Some notes are in the form of instructions to 
Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore or Archie D. Hoffman. Inserted into the book are two 
loose items, including a note by Edison in regard to Experiment 1134. The front 
and back covers are labeled "14." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 
140 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 15 
Notebook, N-16-05-15.2 


This notebook was used by Edison during May-June 1916 for notes on 
experiments to improve the surface quality of Edison disc records. There are 
also notes by Archie D. Hoffman. The entries pertain primarily to experiments 
14138E to 1188E. Included are tests involving different presses and varnish 
compounds, variations in the number of coats and methods of applying the 
varnish, and differing amounts of pressure and baking schedules. Flaws and 
successful results are both noted. An entry entitled "discarded moulds” 
provides the number of molds discarded during the week of May 15-20, along 
with notations about their problems and defects. Additional entries relate to 
experiments on edging and edging tools, as well as a "special experiment" 
involving prints of "Gigue" recorded by violinistAlbert Spaulding. There are also 
entries regarding problems with the powder in the record blanks and crooked 
holes in the blanks, as well as notes on the number of discarded blanks and 
why they were discarded. Some notes are in the form of instructions to 
Hoffman. Inserted into the book is one loose note, probably by Hoffman. The 
front and back covers are labeled "No 15." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 140 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 16 
Notebook, N-16-06-14 


This notebook was used by Edison during June-July 1916 for notes on 
experiments to improve the surface quality and the durability of disc records. 
There are also notes by Archie D. Hoffman and other experimenters, probably 
including Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore. The entries pertain primarily to 
experiments 1189E through1238E. Included are tests involving different 
presses and varnish compounds, variations in the methods of applying the 
varnish, and differing amounts of pressure and baking schedules. Also 
included are tests with a new "square edge" or "square ring" mold. Additional 
entries relate to diamond reproducer points and the amount of labor required 
in varnishing. At the end of the book are notes on the number of "girls" 
employed in the manufacture of records, as well as notes about piece work 
rates, inspection standards, the number of records produced, and the results 
of "drop tests." Some notes are in the form of instructions to Hoffman. Inserted 
into the book is one loose note by Edison regarding the reexamination of 
experiment 1143 in November 1916. The front and back covers are labeled 
"46." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 140 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 17 
Notebook, N-16-07-21 


This notebook was used by Edison during July-September 1916 for 
notes on experiments to improve the surface quality and the durability of disc 
records. There are also notes by Archie D. Hoffman and other experimenters. 
The entries pertain primarily to experiments 1238E through1261E. Included 
are tests involving different presses and varnish compounds, as well as 
variations in the amount of heat and pressure during baking. Flaws and 
successful results are both noted. A notation on experiment 1257 indicates 
that the resulting blank "appears to be the best blank and record we ever had 
& should be made standard." Also included are two lists of flaws observed in 
discarded record molds, numbered 41-199 and 1-48. At the end of the book 
are notes on the number of "girls" employed in the Disc Department, as well 
as notes about piece work rates, inspection standards, the number of records 
and molds produced, the number of discards, and the results of "drop tests." 
Some notes are in the form of instructions to Hoffman. Inserted into the book 
are several communications addressed to Edison from G. H. Baldwin, Joe 
Miller, and John F. Ott. The front and back covers are labeled "17." The 
pages are unnumbered. Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 18 
Notebook, N-16-08-12 


This notebook was used by Edison during August-September 1916 for 
notes on experiments to improve the surface quality and the durability of 
Edison disc records. There are also notes by William W. Dinwiddie, Archie D. 
Hoffman, and other experimenters, possibly including Joe Miller and 
Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore. The entries at the beginning of the book include 
a list, continued from Book No. 17, of flaws observed in discarded record 
molds numbered 200-352. Other notes describe a sequence of experiments 
numbered 1262E through 1307E. Included are tests involving different varnish 
compounds, variations in the methods of applying the varnish and in the 
amount of heat and pressure during baking. Also included are entries 
involving experimental lots of records made with differently constructed or 
"loaded" record blanks. Flaws and successful results are both noted. At the 
end of the book is a summary of inspectors’ reports, along with notes on labor 
costs and piece rates and lists of mold "holders." Some notes are in the form 
of instructions to Hoffman or Dinwiddie. Inserted into the book are several 
loose notes by Dinwiddie, including descriptions of experiments 1444E- 
1466E. The front and back covers are labeled "18." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 19 
Notebook, N-16-09-07 


This notebook was used by Edison during September-December 1916 
for notes on experiments to improve the manufacture of disc records. There are 
also notes by William W. Dinwiddie, Archie D. Hoffman, and other 
experimenters. The entries describe a sequence of experiments numbered 
from 1308E through 1388E. Included are tests of experimental lots of record 
blanks constructed by different methods or prepared with different ingredients. 
Some tests involve variations in the varnish preparations used to coat the 
record blanks or in their method of application. Flaws and successful results 
are both noted. One notation indicates that the results of experiment 1381E 
were reinspected in January 1917. At the end of the book are tallies of record 
blanks produced. Some notes are the form of instructions to Hoffman or 
Dinwiddie. The front and back covers are labeled "19." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 20 
Notebook, N-16-11-30 


This notebook was used by Edison during the period November 1916- 
March 1917 for notes on experiments to improve the surface quality of disc 
records. There are also notes by William W. Dinwiddie, Archie D. Hoffman, and 
possibly other experimenters. The entries describe a sequence of experiments 
numbered from 1389E through 1471E. Included are tests of experimental lots 
of record blanks constructed by different methods or prepared with different 
ingredients, including rosin, wood flour, various metallic "resonates," china clay, 
and a white clay provided by Charles Edison. Some tests involve variations in 
varnish preparations, their method of application, and the molding processes 
involved in disc record manufacture. Flaws and successful results are both 
noted. The first entry is dated "Thanksgiving Day—1916 Nov." Several entries 
indicate that Edison was "deaf today” and temporarily unable to judge test 
records for surface noise. Some notes are in the form of instructions to 
Dinwiddie, Hoffman, or other employees. In one entry Edison scolds his two 
assistants, complaining that "this kind of exptg is d--d poor.” The front cover is 
labeled "Disc Records" and "20": the back cover is marked "Records & 
Scratch." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 120 pages have been 
used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 21 
Notebook, N-17-04-11 


This notebook was used by Edison, William W. Dinwiddie, Archie D. 
Hoffman, and possibly other experimenters during April-June 1917 for notes on 
efforts to produce a perfect disc record blank. The entries pertain primarily to 
a sequence of experiments numbered from 1472E through 1 567E. Included are 
tests of experimental lots of record blanks constructed by different methods or 
prepared with different ingredients, along with "drop" tests intended to 
determine the durability of disc records by dropping them numerous times on 
the floor. Between experiments 1495 and 1496 is a summary by Dinwiddie of 
previous "Rosin Blank experiments," numbered from 1470 through 1486. Many 
of the entries are in the form of instructions by Edison or Dinwiddie describing 
the experimental records wanted, accompanied by evaluations of the test 
records produced. Flaws and successful results are both noted, along with 
comments on the durability and thickness of the records. One entry refers to 
the possible use of nickel plating (later adopted) on the face of the copper 
record molds. The last entry announces the "discovery of an important 
principle," which is pursued in Book No. 22: the powder in the rubber-packing 
press must be considered as a mixture of powder and air, and the air must 
somehow be eliminated. Inserted into the book is one note by Edison, as well 
as some calculations by an unidentified experimenter. The front cover is 

labeled "Disc Records" and "21"; the back cover is labeled "21." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 22 
Notebook, N-17-06-15 


This notebook was used by William W. Dinwiddie, Archie D. Hoffman 
and possibly other experimenters during June-July 1917 for notes on efforts 
to improve Edison disc records. There are numerous comments by Edison on 
the work performed. The entries pertain primarily to a sequence of 
experiments numbered from 1568E through 1656E. Included are tests of 
experimental lots of record blanks constructed by different methods or 
prepared with different ingredients. Some tests involve records printed with 
nickel faced molds. The entries generally consist of instructions by Dinwiddie 
or Hoffman describing the experimental records wanted, accompanied by 
evaluations of the test records based on durability, thickness, and edging. In 
one entry Edison criticizes Dinwiddie and others for their experiment planning, 
while in another he complains that his "instructions were not followed in this 
experiment." The front cover is labeled "Disc Record” and "22"; the back 
cover is labeled "22." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 190 pages 
have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Edison and Other Experimenters 
Disc Record Book No. 23 
Notebook, N-17-07-15 


This notebook was used by William W. Dinwiddie, Archie D. Hoffman, 
and possibly other experimenters during July-August 1917 for notes on efforts 
to improve Edison disc records. There are occasional comments by Edison on 
the work performed. The entries pertain primarily to a sequence of experiments 
numbered from 1657E through 1749E. Included are tests of experimental lots 
of record blanks constructed by different methods or prepared with different 
ingredients. The entries generally consist of instructions by Dinwiddie or 
Hoffman describing the experimental records wanted, accompanied by 
evaluations of the test records based on their durability, thickness, and edging. 
One entry toward the end of the book gives a "Schedule of Operations" 
involved in pressing records. The front is labeled "Disc Record" and "23"; the 
back cover is labeled "23." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 200 
pages have been used. 
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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
-_ effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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